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The GCA's Mission Statement The purpose of the GCA: To exchange information and expand knowledge of the US Rifle, 
Caliber .30, M1; to preserve and publicize the history of the rifle and its inventor John C. Garand; 


to assist and encourage new collectors; to assist authors in writing new reference works; to assist members in their collecting; 


President/Managing Director’s Column and to encourage competitive and recreational safe shooting of the rifle. 
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It was a difficult decision, but we canceled this year's convention in Inside This Issue 


GCA Journal (ISSN 1552-3764) is published quarterly by the Garand 


Cody, Wyoming. The fiscal burden to our organization was beginning Collectors Association, 4710 Roe Parkway, Suite 200, Roeland Park, KS 66205. م‎ ident/M i Di tor’s Col 
z ; : ; PE 2 d ; : ne zm residen anaging Director s Column 
to develop into something that we felt was unfair to the membership as Periodicals postage paid at Kansas City, Missouri, and additional mailing Andrew Hall 
` > 2 oM A offices. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to GCA Journal magazine, 
a whole. Higher than predicted travel costs in addition to the devastating Garand Collectors Association, P.O. Box 640, Mission, KS 66201. Any claims or i : 
June floods that greatly affected Yellowstone Park also played major statements of the writers or advertisers in this publication represent their own GCA Rifle Giveaway- Sourcing a Garand 
3 | opinions and are not necessarily those of the editor, the officers, directors, from Royal Tiger Imports 
roles. Please know that these events take hours and hours of planning and ` or staff of the Garand Collectors Association. The copyright, filed with the Cody Toombs 
preparation by numerous people. It is not a small task. Our goal for next لطن‎ OR Cone avestington, DO, appli to al’ contents of an original 
B ó ; : nature. Reproduction of any part without the written permission of the Garand Unit Specific Bolt Markinas 
year is to host a convention that will appeal to as many of the various Collectors Association is prohibited. Brian Pup Me berger 9 
interests as possible that make up our membership. | RT EDITORIAL STREE EE poe 
| Editor-in-Chief........... Garrett Shropshire : s 
Senior Editor... ME The .22 LR Subcaliber Kit that Never Was...9 
dus : anaging Editor... E PeEDazzant Finn Andersen of the Danish Arms and Armour Societ 
After a year of development, our new website is operational. Our Edd ۳ ی ب‎ maye Mentan y 
1: : : : itor... „Bri enthenspberger n 
management and publishing firm, Attaché International, is the designer Hike E eed Cody Toonibs A Navy Conditioned Garand SA 538216 ake) 


and now the maintainer of the site. We thank them for their efforts as well a Jim Adell 
as GCA Director Rob Clark, who combed through every page and tested TAN "Paul "Bubba" Goedde TUNE 
: ‘ > : My Winding Path to the GCA 
every link. The goal is to make operations much more maneuverable for adi ia esses wey Andy Marchant 
۰ rShi 1StrIDUUOD ...... .... 5121011 BOSHE! 
everyone. Members now have a method to update changes to their profiles ما ا‎ ; 
: ; : i My Favorite Garand 
themselves via the website. Please know that the latest security protocols 
NC . GCA Board of Directors Cody Toombs 
have been employed. The sophistication of the GCA increases, but we ; 
still will take your phone call if required! Please do not hesitate to send Jim Adell E Garand Ale Gen NTR het tat ged 
us suggestions to make our website better. We are eager to hear from you. Eee a ا‎ 
Mike Bernazzani Dave McClain 
Pennsylvania New Jersey My Favorite 1903 Springfield 
In order to uncover material for the GCA Journal, we funded several fact- Robert clark Jack Prucha National Match 
3 8 E sonnecticut Georgia Gary Paul Johnston 

finding trips. It takes a lot of volunteer time for these to come to fruition. ی‎ SCR 
We are thankful for the tireless efforts by our team in order to have the Wisconsin po Collecting the M1 Rifle's Peer 
world-class material the membership has come to expect. Some great Brian Guenthenspberger Robert Seijas Competitors - The SVT-40 

No 0 stories are being developed for publishing at a later date. We would love Ohio New Jersey Brian Guenthenspberger 

a 9 to hear fi ber who h rch idea that leads t tory. If An 

> 1 o hear from any member who has a research idea that leads to a story. drew Hall 
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any leads. ick Boercky's Barn Wood Art 
GCA Journal y The Garand Collectors Associaton ۵ y 
Official Publication of the is affiliated with... GCA Marketplace 
Garand Collectors Association The John C. Garand Match is now the most popular rifle match in the Gregory N. Mirsky 


Civilian Marksmanship Program 


United States. Fired at 200 yards, this is the perfect way for M1 Garand 
owners to fire their rifles in a competitive manner. The CMP has even 


M1 Member Memories 
Cameron Tsolis 


Deadlines 


Issue: Deadline: included a special category in order to fire the match from a benchrest, 


National Rifle Association 


Spring February 1 where possible. If you can get to a range, know that the CMP has made | Front cover: Garand sourced from Royal Tiger Imports - 

Summer May 1 great efforts to include virtually everyone who wishes to compete. From National Shooting Sports Foundation MEAN Story on page 3. 

j new shooters to those that have many years of competition under their Y 07 ida Ken i i‏ اك ا 
belts, please consider competing in a John C. Garand Match at CMP | Back cover: ‘Judo instruction is one of the high spots in the‏ 
operated matches, at your local CMP affiliated club, or even Camp Perry! embership life of the latest addition to the Leatherneck Marines here. An‏ 

Submit all articles to: GCA dues are $25 per year in the US, which includes a one-year subscription to Mucor shows a recruit how to make the enemy 0 bayonet 
newarticle@thegca.org this magazine, GCA Journal. All correspondence related to membership, acces- useless. Cpl. Arvin Lou Ghazlo, USMC, giving judo Instructions 
sory purchases, material submitted for this magazine, technical questions, etc. to Pvt. Ernest C. Jones, ۲ 
Contact Editor Team: should be sent to: 
Bob Seijas — seljaro@aol.com Andrew Hall GARAND COLLECTORS ASSOCIATION, Inc. April1943 at Camp Montford Point, North Carolina. During 
Mike Bernazzani - 9 President P.O. Box 640 World War II, Montford Point was the training location for 
Brian @uentnefispberger- briancavtanker@gmal:com Mission, KS 66201 African American Marines. The camp would eventually 
Cody Toombs — cwt79@hotmail.com / bed e d 5 b 
Telephone: 816-471-2005 e decommissioned on September 9th, 1949. The photo 
Email address: info@thegca.org e Article Submissions: newarticle@thegca.org was sourced from the National Archives and Records 
Visit our website at: www.thegca.org Administration. 
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From Royal Tiger imports 


Part 1 By Cody Toombs 
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U.S. Rifle, Cal. .30 M1 (Garand) 


Courtesy Garand Collectors Association: theGCA.org 


RIFLE TYPE 
M1 


RECEIVER, Lower right front area 


A 40 8 
D 6528291 43 (D5 


BARREL side markings 


T D6535448 48 45 A186 SA 12 52 


BARREL top markings (under handguard) 


Crossed cannons 


Remarks IM 
Import mark near muzzle, pitting in bore 


REAR SIGHT 
Aperture Late 
Cover Late 
Base Late 
Pinion Late 
Windage Knob DRC 
Elev. Knob NHC 


TRIGGER HOUSING 6528290-SA 

Pad: Small Hole: Cloverleaf 
TRIGGER GUARD Stamped with stamped hook 
TRIGGER | ate 


HAMMER SA p5546008 Marked on: Face 


Remans ed TI DAS, Glass bedding for lockup 


FERRULE Stamped with small hole 


SLING SWIVEL | ate 


SNIPER 
M1C Base Rings 


ake 


Chamber Bright? 


Yes 
T.E. = M.W. = 
5 3.5 


FRONT SIGHT 
Gas Port 
Ear width 


.836" 
Cap over screw? 
N/A 


Screw Knurled head 
SAFETY 

SA-11 
SPRING HOUSING 


Parkerized 


GUIDE No wings, park 


REAR HAND GUARD 
Late 

Clip Stamped 

Clearance cut Machine 

FRONT HAND GUARD 

Late 

Ferrule Stamped 


Spacer | ate with holes 


M1C Mount M1D mount 
Scope Cheek pad 
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Serial Number 
Manufacturer Springfield Armory 


Original? 
6596 


Other marks and location, remarks 
D stamp on opposite side 


4229484 


Remarks or photo 


BOLT p28287-19SA A-8 

Extractor. Parkerized 

Firing Pin Half round, parkerized 
GAS CYLINDER Wide base 


LOCK or PLUG High hump 
LOCK SCREW Poppet, P Hexagon 


FOLLOWER 
Slide Late, unmarked 
BULLET GUIDE Late stamped with crescent notch 
OP ROD CATCH Late, unmarked 
FOLLOWER ARM | ate, parkerized 
FOLLOWER ROD Long fork 
LOWER BAND Stamped flat 
CLIP LATCH Square front 


OP ROD 6535382 SA 


Relief cul? “eS 


OP ROD SPRING Round wire, parkerized 
BUTT PLATE Trapdoor, flat plunger, no border 


Long Screw ۵ 
Short Screw ۵ 


PURCHASE DATE PRICE 
12-16-1 $1199.99 


PURCHASED FROM 
Royal Tiger Imports, Ethiopian return 


VALUE DATE 
VALUE DATE 
VALUE DATE 


The location and method of the 
numeral 2 marking on this bolt 
on a Danish contract Beretta 
rifle could suggest Danish Royal 
Palace Guard use. 


Unit-Specific 
Bolt Markings 


By Brian Guenthenspberger 


It is not uncommon for examples of M1 Garands to have 
specific markings that were added post-manufacturing 
by military units to further organize them for varying 
reasons. Most often, it is common to see “rack numbers” 
added by unit armorers for inventory and accountability 
purposes. However, being able to identify which military 
unit applied such a marking is near impossible. Just within 
the US military, there were many different ways that 
the various units would mark their rifles, much less the 
militaries of other countries. Therefore, it is nice to be able 
to capture those known unit specific markings when the 
opportunity arises for future reference and study. 


In this case, our friend Finn Andersen of the Danish 
Arms and Armour Society was able to shed some light 
on this specific marking that was found on a Breda bolt 
on a Danish-contract Beretta rifle. Mr Andersen tells us 
that the Royal Palace Guard of Denmark would mark the 
bolts of their M1 rifles with rack numbers, such as this 
bolt is marked with the number 2. Andersen explains that 
this was the standard marking process of that unit for each 
soldier to identify his assigned rifle. 

It is possible that other units used a similar marking on 
their rifles. But if you have a rifle that you know has 
Danish provenance, and its bolt contains such a marking, 
it is possible that the marked bolt once belonged to a Royal 
Palace Guard rifle. 


| tmn 


Changing of the Royal Palace Guard on 26th June 1995. 
This event marks the transition from the M1 Garand to the 
G3-M/75 rifle. Both rifles are represented in this formation. 
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The .22 LR 


Subcaliber Kit 0 


e 


That Never Was 


By Finn Andersen of the Danish Arms and Armour Society 


The Danish Army always has had to train its recruits on 
a tight budget, always lacking resources. This includes 
rifle marksmanship training that should be done using 
expensive ammo as sparingly as possible. Training raw 
recruits in the finer points of marksmanship, such as 
breathing control, proper aim, and trigger squeeze are 
easier if the soldier does not fear the recoil or noise. To 
this end, several methods have historically been used. 
In the age of muzzleloaders, the soldier first aimed at 
lit candles with only priming powder in his musket, or 
in later years a cap. If the soldier "hit", the candle was 
blown out, a convincing exercise. 


When cartridge guns appeared, various sub-caliber 
training aids were invented. This continues to this 
day, so let us have a look at the venerable Garand 
that came into Danish use in 1950. Soon small arms 
marksmanship sergeants called for training aids, and 
the first attempts were special cartridges. The first was 
introduced in 1955, called Salonpatron, and consisted 
of a (often reloaded) case with a light charge and a 
"bullet" that was an empty bullet jacket. 


On a short range, it was relatively accurate. But the 
lightweight projectile could easily be damaged, thus 
affecting accuracy. The solution was rather expensive, 
therefore a cheaper option of a plastic cartridge was 
adopted, where the bullet was molded with the case, 
and an aluminum base with the primer was then 
inserted from the rear. 
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Salonpatron known as the “Blue Cartridge" for obvious reasons 


When fired the “bullet” was ripped off and sent 
downrange at great speed, giving decent accuracy. 
Since safety distances were short, only 275 meters, it 
was useful for both the first instruction shootings and 
for offhand shooting at distances of up to 100 meters. 
However, due to low working pressure, the rifle would 
not cycle this ammo and was essentially a repeater. 
This resulted in marksmanship training officers asking 
for a true semiautomatic .22 sub-caliber rifle. 


But such a thing never appeared — or did it? 


Recently | had the opportunity to handle such a 
kit. As usual, when I first began searching for more 
information, several more ofthese kits appeared. I even 
found a former gunsmith of the *Vaabenarsenalet", the 
Danish Army's gun factory, who could tell me more 
about this interesting subject. 


The call was heard, and a working sub-caliber kit in 
.22 LR was developed in the second half of the fifties 
that performed the required marksmanship training 
requirement. It was decided to build 2000 such kits, 
and several .22-barrel blanks were purchased for this 
purpose. However, somebody of higher rank decided 
that this would be both too expensive and the kit too 
delicate for common soldiers to handle, and the project 
was thus canceled. 


Instead, the barrel blanks were used to fulfill another 
great wish, a .22 trainer for the Home Guard's M/1917 
rifles. This was done by taking rifles that had been 
deemed unserviceable due to eroded bores, drilling 
out the bore and inserting a .22 liner. 

The front end of the bolt was cut off, and a new non- 
rotating front end put on with a separate firing pin for 


e Spare inner barrel for the M/60 gallery rifle 


the rimfire cartridge. This meant that the locking lugs 
were also removed, but the .22 cartridge is so weak 
that the handle alone could do the locking. 


As it was to be used for gallery training only, a 
magazine was deemed unnecessary, and the rifle was 
single-shot only. But it turned out to be extremely 
accurate and very popular in military shooting clubs. 
As such, many are still used even today. This rifle got 
the designation M/60, and 2000 samples were made. 
Thus, the .22-barrel blanks came to good use in the 
end. And here the story officially ends. 


Despite the order to cancel, it turns out that some kits 
were produced for the Garand after all. Less than 50 
sub-caliber kits were finished before the project was 
canceled, and they were not scrapped, but put aside 
in storage. They never got a formal designation or 
acceptance year, nor was a written manual ever 
produced, but indeed they were used by those few 
marksmanship training officers who knew about their 
existence. At least 20 kits were available for loan, with 
some more kept as spares. 


A bolt for the 
M/60 and an 
unaltered bolt 
— for the 1917 to 
£ the left 


When the service life of the old Garand was running 
its course in the late 1970’s, it was decided to cancel 
the use of these kits. Several had been damaged, the thin 
barrels were especially vulnerable, and such kits were 
simply scrapped. The rest, rumors say the number was 
17, were put aside once again. There was also one unused 


model room sample, the fate of which I have yet to find 
out. Two kits ended up with the *Tojhusmuseum" (todays 
War Museum) which still has them in it's inventory. Their 
records claim that only 4 kits were made, likely a mistake 
because that the kit's designer Mr. Zacho originally 
handmade 4 prototypes. But it seems that production did 
indeed occur, only to be canceled rather soon. 


Breech of the M/60 .22 
LR trainer version of the 
M/1917, designated the 
M/53(17) in Denmark 


When the Garands were sold off in 1998, the buyer, 
Topmark Trading, also got those surviving .22 kits as part 
of the deal. The owner, Mr. Torben Espensen kept one 
for himself, which after his passing was taken over by 
another trader, and this is the kit I had the opportunity to 
examine. What happened to the others, nobody knows, 
but at least some may have found their way to the US 
as has happened with most of the Danish Garands. In 
case one of our readers possesses one or knows about the 
fate of these kits, please contact me via the editors of the 
GCA Journal. 


The kit consists of a slightly reconfigured trigger group, 
in which a special magazine piece may be mounted that 
both holds the detachable magazine and supports the 
loose chamber part, which also secures the rear part 
of the barrel. The barrel is supported at the front end 
by a guide that is replacing the gas cylinder lock and a 
special gas piston made of aluminum with a little steel 
insert for the bolt, attached by screws and a weakened 
spring, plus some minor parts. I believe the pictures 
speak for themselves. There is a small spring-loaded trap 
door for the magazine, and on this, the serial number is 
stamped. The kit I handled had no. 5, but as often is the 
case, suddenly I learned of other kits. I have had kit no. 
4 in my hand too, and one gentleman showed me the 
(unfortunately very incomplete) kit number 2. 
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le .22 caliber conversion kit mounted in a Garand 


Thus at least 4% of these small beauties still exist, even 
though they never were meant to be at all. Just handling 
them is a thrill. The workmanship is excellent, and without 
tool marks, except a little on the bolt. 


The barrel is delicate beyond belief, as the bore is .22 over 
the lands, and more like .25 in the grooves, while the outer 
diameter is only .30. The guy making these barrels must 
have been as careful as a nudist crossing a barbed wire 
fence. The same thinning was also done for all barrels 
inserted in the 2000 M/60 gallery rifles. So one thing is for 
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The .22 subcaliber kit for the Garand 


sure, they had some extremely talented metal workers at 
Vaabenarsenalet. 


Editor's Note: As this issue was in final editorial review, the 
author was able to fire the subcaliber kit example shown in 
this article. He reports that, "It is very accurate with ammo 
it likes, but a little picky on makers. It likes CCI, accepts 
Winchester, but hates Eley and Lapua." As mentioned in 
the article, if anyone knows of any other examples of this 
kit, please contact the GCA Journal staff. 


= 


The trigger group and the magazine with its holder 


The breech end — first 
round ready to load. The 
screws securing the steel 
insert for the bolt in the 
aluminum gas piston are 
clearly seen 


Front barrel support, replacing the gas screw cylinder, and below the loose chamber, that also acts as rear 
barrel support. The .22 barrel protrudes an inch, as can be seen here to the right. 


一 一 -一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 一 یسم‎ 


Follower 
arm has 
been 
modified 

so that it 
pushes the 
button on 
the inserted 
magazine 
rather than 
the follower. 
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This article is about an MI rifle my father purchased 
for me in April 1956. I earned the money to purchase 
the rifle by delivering about 100 newspapers every 
afternoon, for which I was paid a half-cent per 
newspaper. 


At the time I was fifteen years old and had completed 
two years of high school Army JROTC, including 
instruction with the Garand. Pictured is me, Cadet 
Corporal Jim Adell Army JROTC (Infantry), just after 
I received the rifle. I find it completely interesting today 
that back then no one thought gum about a fifteen- 
year-old owning the current 
US Army service rifle, and 
all the ammunition that he 
could afford, (which was 
not much). My dad drove 
me to a commercial rifle 
range located in a gravel 
pit about one hour from 
home for me to shoot once 
a month during my time in 
high school. I did not shoot 
it often while in college. 
Instead, I shot on the Navy 
NROTC rifle team for four 


13 GCA Journal e Summer 2022 


A NAVY 
CONDITIONED 
GARAND 


SA 538216 


years, and the University of Illinois Varsity Rifle Team 
for two years, traveling to matches for the Big Ten 
Conference shooting Winchester 52B .22LR- rifles. 


While on active duty, I shot the-Garand little. until 
September 1971 when I joined the Naval Station Long 
Beach, CA rifle team. The Navy ran monthly rifle 
matches at the 75-point 600 yard range at the former 
Camp Elliott at NAS Miramar, CA. Shooting M2 
Ball at 200 and 300 yards, and Armor Piercing at 600 
yards, I made Expert Classification. By April 1972, I 
convinced the marksmanship instructors at the Small 
Arms Training Unit (SATU), who not only ran these 
monthly matches but were responsible for the US Navy 
Shooting Teams that I was a serious shooter, Actually, 
I think they took pity on me shooting an old.shot out 
Garand, which they offered to match condition. for 
me. As shown by the pictured NAVDOCKS 2351 
document, the Navy had a formal, budgeted process 
for match conditioning personally owned M1 rifles 
(and M1911 pistols) for "serious Navy Shooters." I took 
all the parts off my rifle and gave them the barreled 
receiver. I received back a “new” accurate rifle built by 


220110 "t Sins بف‎ BY 


Don cla and Ray Krebs. The rifle has the typical 
Navy features for that time. I asked them for my barrel 
back and was told they had thrown it away because it 
was so worn that “the bullets were bouncing from 
one side of the barrel to the other" when the 
rifle was fired. I assembled all the other parts 
onto another receiver that was made within a 
week of my birth. 


The new rifle was great, and I shot it for three 
years putting around 5,000 rounds through it. 
The best match was-a.clean (100-11V on the 
old 5V target) at 1,000 yards during the 1972 
Interservice Rifle Match. The Navy issued two match- 
conditioned Grade A 7.62mm MK 2 Mod 1 rifles at the 


start of the 1975 season to me which I 
fired. My MI was "getting a little long 
in the tooth” and wasn't as accurate as 
I remembered it. Also, when the Navy 
match conditioned it, they followed their 
normal procedure, except that in my 
case they did not fire it for accuracy. By 
the end of the 1975 National Matches, 
the supervisor of the Small Arms Match 
Conditioning Unit (SAMCU) asked me 
“if I would like to take these two rifles 
home with me”. Why yes, so I signed 
for their issue on DD Form 1348-1 and 
inventoried them annually. When they 

were shot out, I 


sent them 

back and was issued 
new Grade A rifles. It 
was an easy decision. As 
I mentioned in my article 
in the Fall 2005 GCA 
Journal on these Grade A 
rifles, the Navy only made 
84 of them since they 
went under serial number 
control in the early 1970s. 
For comparison, my article 
on Grade B rifles in the 
Spring 2006 Journal, 
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mentioned that the Navy had made roughly 1,785 I haven’t seriously shot SA 538316 since then, and 
of these rifles. Both articles are reproduced in "The current barrel measurements stand at M.W. of 1.5, 
Best of the GCA Journal Book 7". The Navy also and T.E. of 3. 

issued two of the *GREAT" Grade A rifles to me. 


Requestor sec [structions on Reverse Side 


PART I—REQUEST (Filed out by Requestor) 


Ly Andy Marchant 


It’s funny, looking back on things, how 
the road to most destinations seems a lot 
clearer and makes more sense after your 
arrival than when you were actually in 
the midst of the journey. That’s certainly 
the case for how I came to be a member 
of the GCA and owner of MI rifle SA 
622986 won just a year and a half ago in 
the GCA rifle giveaway. 


As background, my brother Denbeigh 
has been a GCA member for over seven 
years. We grew up in what used to be a 
rural part of Virginia, and our backyard 
essentially was on the Spotsylvania 
Civil War Battlefield that saw a pitched 
battle in 1864. We were also less than a 10-minute 
drive to the Chancellorsville, Wilderness, and 
Fredericksburg Battlefields. Naturally, the two of us 


1. ROM 
lkae Janes Adell, Naval Station, Long Beach Ca. 
mo 


3 


"Sey saucy 


5. REQUEST FOR 


I: ]eosr snar K]rsrosan ct wor 
6 FOR FURTHER FORMATION CAL 7. SETOV PAN ATTACHED 


7 
É 
M 
$ 
7 
4 
7 
7 


ia aos s 


= 5.8. DESGUFTION OF WORK AND FUSTIRCATION | (Including location, type, size, quantity, ete.) 


Dl. Match condition tho following caliber 20.06 Hl rifle serial number 538316 to cale 
7.62 mark 2 mode 1 for Mx Adoll, This is His personal property ard will be used by Him 
* dp US Navy sponsored mackemansh!p competitive training. This weapon ig match conditioner 
. By SAMCU with the understanding that it is not to be sold and will be used for the 
purpose indicated above. 
E i 7.63 BARREL 3b SA [101045 7 
——— pore SPL 965 BU 25 


10. SGNATURE (Requesting Official) 
C.le Frazier By Direction 


PART ۱-05۲ ESTIMATE 
(Filed out by Maintenance Control Division if estimate requested) 


MO 12 ESTIMATE NO. 


grew up with strong interest in the Civil War and early 
American history, and we were members of a Civil 
War re-enactment unit during high school and college. 
After college, our interests 
| 1 in US history grew to 20th 
j century military history. 
Even before our interests 
blossomed for 20th century 
weaponry, I can distinctly 
remember my uncle Avalon 
owning and often showing us 
his M1 rifle. My cousin Allen 
Taylor (also a member of the 
GCA), served in the 1960's 
with the 3rd US Infantry 
Regiment (Old Guard), and 
of course had an in-depth 
knowledge of military 
B history and the MI service 
' rifle. Hanging out with those 
family members constitutes 
my first experiences with 
the M1 rifle. Now, 20-some 
years later, I can recall 
how even at a young age 
the M1 struck me as a both 
a beautiful and imposing 
artifact of the not-so-distant 
past. It loomed large in the 
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psyche of my brother and me. dn 

On my brother's own initiative, he participated in 
the Appleseed Project and then joined the GCA. He 
shortly thereafter purchased his M1, and we would 
take trips to a range in Virginia Beach where he 
would let me shoot. Denbeigh certainly had a broader 
and deeper knowledge of WWII weaponry, but his 
interest rubbed off on me. I eventually moved to 
Boulder, Colorado for graduate school and now live 
in the Boulder area. At my graduation from grad 
school, my brother offered to buy me an MI as a 
graduation present, but my post-graduation work life 
was all-consuming, and I never had a chance to fully 
qualify for the CMP purchase requirements, nor did 
we get to visit Anniston together to personally pick 
out my rifle. 


Fast forward to Christmas 2019, when my brother gave 
me a membership in the GCA. I soon found myself 
looking forward to the quarterly GCA Journal and 
continued to examine opportunities to get qualified 
for the purchase of an M1 from the CMP. Then one 
morning in November 2020, much to my surprise, I 
received a call from GCA President Steve Rutledge. 
He called to inform me that I had won the raffle for 
the 6-digit serial number M1. I was quite shocked as 
I've not won any kind of raffle in my life. After the 
call from Steve, I immediately called my brother to 


GCA Board Director J 
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share the good news. Although I had a bit of guilt that 


I, the younger brother (who received his first year of 
GCA membership from his older brother), won such 
an amazing piece of weaponry and history, my brother 
expressed all excitement (and a little jealousy). That 
said, winning this raffle accelerated my interest in 
the MI and my own efforts to become proficient in 
shooting. 


After winning the raffle and checking the CMP 
eligibility requirements, I realized that the hunter's 
education course I was signed up for (and which 
usually included live-fire training that would satisfy 
the CMP requirements) was not offering general live- 
fire qualifications because of the COVID pandemic. 
I signed up for a special live-fire class through the 
hunter's education course, but that too was cancelled. 
Although I had a fair amount of experience 
concerning shooting and range safety, I had not 
participated in a formal program like the Appleseed 
Project and couldn't get my live fire qualification 
through the hunter's education course. Enter Jim 
Adell (CDR USN, Ret.), who is a board member of 
the GCA. Steve and Andrew Hall were very helpful 
in my predicament and connected me with Jim to 
help brainstorm on getting my CMP qualification 
taken care of. 


With the author — — 
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US RIFLE 
CAL. 30M1 


۹ 
Vig. 
Beautiful example of a 6-digit Springfield 


After further discussions with Jim about the 
cancellations of my live fire classes, he graciously 
offered to meet with me for some refreshers on 
marksmanship and basic use guidelines for the MI. 
Jim lives about an hour from me in Northern Colorado 
and we agreed to connect at the Colorado Rifle Club in 
Byers. On a glorious, blue-sky day, with temperatures 
in the mid-50's, we met out on the high plains to shoot. 
Ever generous, Jim also brought one of his MI's which 
he was using to experiment with the seventh round 
stoppage, and he further offered to let me shoot 50 
rounds out of the rifle (in hopes that my luck from 
the raffle might carry over to his efforts to produce 
an actual seventh-round stoppage). As part of the deal, 
I brought some lunch, and we sat down to refresh on 
MI basics. After lunch we went to the 200-yard range 
where Jim had me load single rounds followed by full 
clips. We had a great time shooting, and his advice and 
input made an instant improvement compared to the 
shooting and accuracy I'd produced in the past. As a 
certified range safety officer and instructor, Jim was 
able to certify me for CMP purposes, and with that, I 
had the procured the last qualification item needed for 
me to take possession of the raffled M1. Unfortunately, 


OR there was no seventh-round stoppage during this visit. 

| I received my MI rifle in January of 2021 (see the 
.. Winter 2020 issue of the GCA Journal). ۲۷۵ also had 
. the opportunity to keep in touch with Jim Adell and 


meet up at one of the ranges at which he is a member. 
And just this holiday season, my brother finally made 
it out to Colorado to see SA 622986. 


Looking back on my first two years with the GCA, the 
path to this point has been winding but very rewarding 
and fulfilling. My membership has allowed me to 
connect with some very friendly and knowledgeable 
individuals, all of whom were quite generous with their 
time. I was given a ton of support in my efforts to obtain 
the qualifications required by the CMP. And of course, 
I've connected on a whole other level with my brother 
— now as owners of MI rifles. My many thanks to the 
GCA for holding the raffle for members, particularly 
Andrew Hall, Steve Rutledge, and Jim Adell, who have 
been very helpful in the process. And of course, I'd be 
remiss to not thank my brother Denbeigh Marchant, 
who got me involved with shooting and the GCA in 
the first place! 
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NEW! GCA Caps 


Cotton Twill with vent holes. 
GCA logo on front, "Est. 1986" on left 
Available in tan or black. 


$27 per cap: 
$18 plus $9 shipping (Priority Mail box) 


Order at www.thegca.org 
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MY FAVORITE GARAND 


By Cody Toombs 


“Get an M1, Cody!” Those were the words my grandpa 
spoke to me when I was a teenage boy. My grandfather 
was an Air Force vet, having been a mechanic on the 
F-86 Sabre. He was stationed in Europe in the 1950s 
traveling to England, France, Italy, and Germany. 
From the time I was old enough to shoot firearms, 
military rifles intrigued me. | loved history and hearing 
Air Force stories drove me to dive into the world of 
surplus firearms. The first military rifle I bought with 
my own money was a French MAS 49/56 chambered 
in 7.62x51mm. It was not the prettiest gun, but it was 
unique, and it had history. | remember showing that 
rifle to my grandpa, he looked it over, but did not say 
much. He never showed much interest in the foreign 
rifles I purchased. 


I wanted an M1, but this was the late 1990s, they 
were elusive in our area, expensive, and I knew little 
about them. Looking in the Shotgun News ads of 
the time there were Garand kits, and complete guns 
for reasonable prices, but again my dad and I knew 
little. So we went to the same gun shop where I had 
purchased the French MAS and talked with the owner, 
he advised us to stay away from the guns in the ads. 
We started looking in local shops and going to gun 
shows in search of a Garand. As we were walking into 
a gun show in Kansas City, a man came out with an 
MI on his shoulder. I noticed instantly that it had a 
“For Sale" sign on the barrel. My dad stopped the man 
and chatted, that is when we learned of the CMP. A fter 
a while of looking at the rifle and talking, my dad took 
the man's number and thanked him. 


As we roamed the long aisles of tables few MIs were 
seen, and the ones that were present were not as nice 
or as reasonably priced as the one the fellow had. 
Once home Dad and I talked about the Garand, and 
the fact I did not have enough money of my own to 
buy it. Thankfully my dad wanted an M1 too, so with 
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his help, we called the man with the MI and told him 
we would take it. The following week at school was a 
long one, having to wait until Saturday to get the ۰ 
That was the day when HRA 5710336 became my first 
Garand. 


Back home Dad and I set up a target and fired the MI. 
We both loved it! It was unlike any other gun either of us 
had shot before. The first time I heard the distinct “ping” 
of an enbloc clip was pure joy. That evening, with the 
help of a book, I disassembled my Garand and was 
amazed by its simplicity. My favorite MI came from the 
CMP as a Service Grade and went through at least one 
rebuild during its military service. All parts are H&R 
except for the front sight, which is Springfield. 


As I did with all my military gun purchases, the next 
time I went to my grandparents’ house I brought the 
MI with me. The first words out of my grandpa's mouth 
were “You got an M1!” He eagerly held the rifle and 
proceeded to take the trigger group out and removed the 
stock. After inspecting it for a bit, we went out back and 
shot the Garand. That was the only time he ever showed 
excitement when I bought a military weapon. 


Twenty-three years later, HRA 5710336 still resides in 
my gun safe. It is the only Garand I will never part with. 
It may not be the highest valued M1 I own, but it is the 
one that introduced me to the M1 rifle community. It 
is also the Garand that began a hobby for both myself 
and my dad. The times we have spent together going to 
gun shows, auctions, and trips to the CMP South Store 
in search of Mls are memories I will cherish forever. 
It is also the Garand that gave my grandfather and me 
something to connect over. For all these reasons, HRA 
5710336 is my favorite Garand. 


Yl 
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Note from the GCA Editors: “International Harvester was awarded a 
contract to produce the MI as part of a plan to disperse small arms 
production away from a 200-miles circle around Springfield Armory. 
Harvester was enthusiastic about the project and informed its whole 
vast organization through the company magazine. This article was 
originally printed in the March/April/May 1954 issue of IH Today. 
The information is valuable background for collectors and is reprinted 
| for that reason. A second article written about IH rifle production will 
follow in a later GCA Journal." 
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ASSEMBLY OF RIFLE WORKS. 


GARAND RIFLE 


IH Craftsmanship, Mass Production 
Skills, Go into the Famous “M-1” 


When the U.S., in 1936, decided to adopt Garand rifle, which 
later played a major role in the success of American arms in 
Europe and the Pacific, some of the critics of that decision 
insisted that ertain parts of the rifle were impossible or very 
difficult to manufature. The many improvements in the weapon 
that have been initiated by the Department of Defense 
have not made it necessarily easier to build. It is, as before, 
a beautifully constructed firearm that will stand up under 
incredible punishment. 

Evansville Works undertook the job of making the rifle after 
Harvester had bid for and was awarded a contract in 1951 to 
build 100,000 of the famous weapons. Men and machine tools 
were sought as IH went to work on the third largest defense item. 
How Harvester people me the task is perhaps implied in this 
fact: The Army has asked for 318,000 more IH-built Garands. 


| JAMES R. PERRY WORKS ON FINAL AT EVANSVILLE 


EXPANSION in manpower, machine tools, and work space came with 
the introduction of the Garand rifle job at Evansville. First agree- 
ments called for 100,000 rifles. U. S. has now asked for 418,000. 
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To Make Just One of the Rifle's Parts—152 Painstaking Shop Operations 


Pon 


Straddle-broach lengthwise. 


۰ Wash in alum. 


Grind left side. 
Rough-broach face, legs cross- 
wise, and bottom 


of legs. 


. Broach ends of legs lengthwise. 


Broach contour rear end. 


14. Burr broaching cuts. 
15. Inspect operation No. 12. 
16. Mill inside lower section, rear 


legs. 


17. Stamp part and lot number. 
18. Burr previous cuts. 

19. Mill between legs lengthwise. 
20. Rough-drill barrel hole. 


» Rough-mill magazine slot. 

. Rough-broach magazine slot. 

, Broach magazine slot (1st 
pass). 


24. Broach magazine slot (2nd 


pass). 


25. Broach magazine slot (3rd 


pass). 


26. Inspect previous operation. 
27. Rough-drill bolt hole. 


. Burr for location, 


29. Rough-end-finish-bore barrel 


and bolt hole. 


30. Inspect previous operation. 


36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 


4 


a 


4 


[3 


47. 


48. 
49. 


50. 


51. 
52. 


53. 
54. 
55. 
56. 


57. 
58. 


5 


$ 


Burr contour of sight ears. 

Mill radial clearance for bolt. 
Mill trigger-guard notches 

Mill right-hand bolt lock notch. 
Mill rear of right hand bolt 


5. Broach face, legs crosswise, lock notch. 
and bottom. 41. Rough-mill right-hand bolt 
6. Mill clamping surface, uide. 
7. Burr broaching cuts. 42. Mill circular clearance, center 
8. Broach right side, locating pads. of bolt pocket. 
9. Inspect previous operation. 43. Rough-mill clearance for next 
10. Mill legs crosswise. operation. 
11. Rough-and-finish broach sides 44. Rough-mill bolt pocket full 


length. 


. Mill circular clearance in bolt 


pocket, left side. 


. Mill circular clearance in bolt 


pocket, right side. 

Profile-mill both sides, rear of 
bolt pocket. 

Burr for location. 

Inspect 100% for skipped 
operations. 

Profile-mill bolt pocket, under- 
cut. 

Inspect previous operation. 
Profile-mill and bevel two radii, 
top rear magazine. 

Mill clearance, right side of 
sight seat. 

Rough-mill right bolt slot. 

Mill right bolt guide and slot. 
Mill previous operation for 
gauging. 

Inspect operation 55, 100%. 
Mill upper surface, right bolt 
slot. 


. Mill radius, front right of bolt 


31. Burr locating paint. vide. |, 

32. Face and thread barrel hole. 60. Drill hole to remove excess 
33. Burr for location. stock. 

34. Rough-mill front of bolt pocket. 61. Rough-mill left bolt guide. 
35. Mill counter of sight ears. 62. Mill left bolt guide. 


CLOSE TOLERANCES 


The ancient business of making weapons is marked 
by a traditional craftsmanship and art that has now 
been wedded to the art of mass production. The mar- 
riage produced a host of headaches and problems that 
are familiar to every man who ever helped turn out 
weapons in quantity. And, like offspring, these prob- 
lems get under the feet and seem to get bigger everyday. 

The Garand rifle is not a simple weapon, not is it 
crudely built. To hold the exasperatingly close tolerances 
that make it the gunmaker's masterpiece that it is, 
to make it stronge enough to take the punishment it 
ust be able to take. Evansville people have answered 
a challenge in the shop with skill and craftsmanship. 


63. 


64. 


End-mill depression below left 
bolt guide 

Profile-mill rear of left bolt 
guide. 


» Mill cam, front of left bolt 


guide. 


. Inspect previous operation. 
. Mill above left locking lug. 
. Mill Radius, inside edge left 


locking lug. 


. Burr for location. 
. Mill slot, lower side of barrel 


burr. 


» Inspect previous operation. 
, Rough-shave front of left locking 


lug. 


. Shave clearance in front of left 


locking lug. 


. Inspect previous operation. 
. Drill hole at front of latch clip 


slot. 


» Shave inner surface, left side, 


front. 


. Shave two half-round grooves. 
. Shave rear of bridge. 

, Inspect previous operation. 

, Shave slot for trigger housing. 
. Shave left magazine slot, top 


rear. 
۰ Mill latch clip slot. 

. Mill clearance, left front. 
» Burr for location. 

» Drill 6 holes, mill 2 slots. 
. Burr for location. 

+ Rough-mill latch clip slot, 


rear. 


+ Finish-mill latch clip slot, rear. 
. Inspect 100% for skipped 


operation. 


. Profile-mill latch clip pocket. 
. Burr for gauging. 
, Mill concave undercut, latch 


clip slot. 


93. Cut latch spring retaining 


94. 


roove. 


Mill radius, right side, full 


length. 


95. 
96. 


Rough-mill operating-rod slot. 
Finish-mill operating-rod slot. 


97. Mill relief, top right bolt guide. 

98. Mill circular clearance, top in- 
side bolt pocket. 

99. Mill rear of bolt pocket. 


100. 
101. 
102. 


103. 
104. 
105. 


106. 


107. 
108. 


109. 


110. 
111. 


112. 
113. 
114, 


115, 
116. 
117. 
118. 


119. 
120. 
121. 
122. 
123. 


Mill clearance, top of bridge. 
Rough-mill sight base. 

Burr bridge, top and bottom, 
front and back, and tang. 

Mill sight base. 

Burr for location, wash 100%, 
Drill, ream, and countersink 
sight holes. 

Mill four detent slots in sight 
base. 

Inspect previous operation. 
Mill right front section to blend 
with rail. 

Inspect 100% fro skipped op- 
erations, 

Mill top contour cut crosswise. 
Profile -mill undercut for sight 
cover, front. 

Mill above left bolt guide. 

Mill contour of barrel base. 
File angles on right front rail, 
and rear legs. 

Broach left side, rear. 

Broach right side rear. 

Mill contour, rear of sight seat. 
Mill keyway, rear of bolt 
pocket. 


Mill lightening cut, top left side. 


Mill bevel on barrel base. 

Mill bevel on barrel base, rear. 
Mark drift seals. 

Profile-mill radius on sight 


ramp. 


124. 


Mill undercut in sight seat, 
rear, 

Broach curved guides. 
Broach keyway in bridge. 
Mill radius, rear of bridge, 
right side. 

Mill helix, rear of bridge. 
Inspect previous operations 
100%. 


. Burr and ream barrel and bolt 


holes. 


- Shave spiral surface of lock 


notches. 

Inspect previous operation. 
Tumble to remove burrs, 

Cut serrations on left side. 
Stamp mark on left sight base. 
Burr, part complete. 
Straighten legs when neces- 


sary 
. Stamp serial number, top of 


tang. 


. Stamp model. calibre, and 


manufacturer's name, top of 
tang. 


, Grit-blast operating-rod slot 


and ball slide. 


- Heat-treat part. 

. Temper part. 

. Inspect Rockwell hardness. 
. Straighten too gauges when 


necessary. 


. Grind rear edge, magazine 


sides. 


. Hone base seat sight holes. 
. Hand-ream latch-clip hole. 
. Magnafulx and demagnetize 


art. 


P 
. Light grit-blast complete part. 
, Final inspection. 

. Parker lubrite. 

. Check part for burrs and de- 


facts. 
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ORDEAL OF THE GARAND 


Well behind the main manu- 

facturing buildings at Evans- 

ville Works a strangely 

shaped shed houses the grim 

drumbeat of gunfire. Each 

Tee rifle built at Evansville must 

HERNEDE endure the tough tests of this 

p firing range before it can be 

passed on to Government 

hands. In an ordeal that 

might well wreck an ordinary 

rifle, six thousand rounds of ammunition are poured through a 

single Garand picked at random from each lot of 1,000. A 

high-explosive shell, doubling the already high pressures placed 

on the rifles’ mechanisms, is fired from each of the Garands. 

Each weapon is “function-fired” for 24 rounds to ferret 

out any malfunctions. Each is then targeted for accuracy on 

the 100-yard range, eight hits-in a five-inch bull's-eye gives the ; 

rifle a "passing grade". Selected rifles then must be target- gece ی‎ of A ی‎ dn rengs SE marked 
tested and function-fired again, this time by U.S. Army inspec- Jud range: Bull’s-eye measures five inches. Inspectors are 


tors. And after the ordeal—final inspection. able to check the results of their shooting by  glancing 
through telescopes focused on the  well-floodlit targets. 


RESIDENT INSPECTOR of Ordnance Ray IN EVANSVILLE’S RIFLE RANGE, A GARAND RIFLE IS FIRED FOR ACCURACY TEST. RESULTS MUST EQUAL SCORE IN PICTURE AT LEFT (OPPOSITE PAGE) 
M. Baker heads the Government’s 
inspection team at Evansville. Be- 
fore his present assignemnt, Mr. 
baker was assigned to artillery. 


TEN RIFLES out of each 1,000 lot are torn down, given a parts interchangeability SAFTEY Inspector William Dilbeck’s final duty is to 


TWENTY TIMES enlargement of small parts of the rifle’s mechanism FRESH TARGET roll is installed during a ceasefire by rangemen pro- : : c l [ 1 
enables the government inspectors to make an accurate tolerance check, tected by locked firing portals, flashing lights, blowing horns, ete. test by U.S, inspectors. Each rifle must then function properly. see to it that no loaded rifles leave the firing range. 


z c 
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BY 
GARY PAUL JOHNSTON 


During the last 50 years, interest in U.S. Military rifles 
has grown tremendously among collectors and shooters 
alike. Growing up in the 1940’s with my grandfather’s 
Springfield Trapdoor .45-70 carbine, I got the bug very 
early and by age 14, I had a Colt 1911, followed by an 
MI Carbine, an MI Garand, and so on. 


In the years that followed, many hundreds of firearms 
have gone through my hands, along with a dozen or so 
on my hip as a police officer of 28 years. But I never 
had a National Match 1903 Springfield until a few years 
ago. Well, maybe it’s a Match without the “National.” 


The rifle was in the collection of a close friend for 
many years, along with a dozen or so other 1903’s. The 
first time he showed it to me I asked him who the heck 
cut off the stock. He said it had belonged to another 
friend who bought it through the DCM years before 
and had used it for hunting. The rifle had an asterisk 
(star) at 6 o’clock on the muzzle, a bright bolt, follower 
and a blue extractor, safety and striker knob, but I had 
no interest in it at the time. 


Then a few years later I was shocked to see that the 
NM ‘03 had a full-length stock! My friend, now well 
into his 80’s, replied, “Oh, didn’t I show you this?” His 
friend called to ask him if he wanted the original stock 
and handguard for the rifle, which he had overlooked 
in a closet! I examined the wood and it was a beautiful 
190341 walnut stock. But upon close inspection I 
found no markings on it, and there never had been. It 
also had very few handling marks. 


The 4-groove barrel is polished blue 
and is stamped SA over the flaming 
bomb over 2 — 29. The serial number 
is 1372839 (the receiver was made in 
1931), but the left side of the receiver 
was never drilled, so the rifle was 
assembled around 1931 with a NM 
barrel made in February 1929. The only 
markings upon the highly polished bolt 
are a hardness strike under the handle 
and S 29 stamped on the side of the 
recoil shoulder. The “S” identifies the 
type of steel and the “29” matches the 
year of the barrel, something quite 
rare! The bolt face shows almost no 
use and the bore looks perfect. 


On top ofthe barrel, a couple of inches 
Un forward of the rear sight, it is stamped 
H over 1291. The rear sight shows use, 
has a stronger than normal spring, is 
tighter than standard, and is stamped 
6E. The crossbolts are peened on the 
right and have dried tung or linseed 
oil on the left side, but I can make out 
a 2 on one of them. On disassembly 
I found the serial number written 
inside the stock. 


esame gan om 


The trigger is grooved vertically and has four crossed 
grooves near the bottom, but it would never pass in 
competition today, breaking smoothly at about a pound. 
The blued butt plate is about 95% with fine, 24/inch 
cross/grooves and an original cleaning kit...or with an 
original cleaning kit behind it. The sling looks period 
with brass rivets and Parkerized claws, one marked C73, 
but is likely contemporary. 


There are probably as many different 1903 NM rifles 
as there are facts about them. Between 1921 and 1940, 
some 11,000 were made or converted, and an unknown 
number were made with star-gauged barrels for the 
NRA. Just as interesting is that the 1903A1 stock was 
adopted in 1929 for the DCM. My favorite 1903 NM is 
somewhere in between. 
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BY BRIAN GUENTHENSPBERGER 


This is not the first time the Russian-made SVT-40 
rifle has been featured in the GCA Journal. In the 
Fall 2013 issue, George Thow wrote an excellent 
piece titled “The Tokarev Versus the Garand.” 
That article compared the two rifles and provided 
much history and technical detail. This article 
will not replicate that. Rather than repeat what has 
already been covered, it will instead focus on the 
current state of the collector’s market for those of 
us that wish to add examples of the M1 rifle’s peer 
competitors to their own collections. 


If you are like me, the scope of your interest in 
collecting firearms goes beyond the MI Garand. I 


THE SVT-40 


started collecting imported military surplus firearms 
in the early 90's. They were easily affordable and 
available in overwhelming abundance at just about 
any gun show you went to. For a young man just out 
of high school, it was a good era to begin collecting 
surplus firearms and not go bankrupt doing it. 


Fast-forward to today, those foreign surplus rifles 
are not as abundant, and they are not as affordable. 
The days where you could buy Mosin-Nagant rifles 
by the crate for rock-bottom prices are well behind 
us it seems. Regarding surplus firearms of Russian 
origin, the main reason for the lack of fresh imports 
is geopolitical. 


GROUP OF YOUNG UKRAINIAN INSURGENT ARMY FIGHTERS WITH SVT-38S AND 5۷۲-405 CAPTURED EITHER 
FROM RETREATING RED ARMY OR FROM AUXILIARY NAZI UNITS. THIS WEAPON WAS USED AGAINST THE NAZI 


AND LATER AGAINST THE SOVIETS. 
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"PHOTO AND CAPTION FOUND ON HTTPS://WWW.M1930.INFO/SVT-40 
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Since George Thow's article was published in late- 
2013, things have changed drastically. In March 
of 2014, a presidential executive order was signed 
sanctioning specific Russian entities due to Russian 
aggression toward Ukraine at the time. Subsequent 
rulings followed from other government agencies that 
year. Long story short, ammunition and firearms of 
Russian origin were banned from being imported into 
the United States. That order has yet to be rescinded 
or amended. As recently as September of last year, the 
State Department reaffirmed those restrictions. 


To make matters worse, as I prepared this article, 
Russia invaded Ukraine again in yet another show of 
aggression toward them. By the time you read this, 
the situation will not likely have improved. Given the 
geopolitical climate, it will be a long time before we see 
revived imports of Russian-made firearms into the US, 
if ever. 


So, what's a collector to do? Simply put, you'll 
have to pay higher prices for the limited quantity of 


firearms currently available in our country. If your 
collection must also include the firearms from allies 
or other countries that our M1-carrying soldiers may 
have faced in World War II, they are still available, 
but some will be much more expensive and in fewer 
quantites, especially those of Russian origin. 


Recent prices for standard SVT-40 rifles have fallen 
anywhere between $2,000 and $4,000 depending on 
condition and variant. Sniper versions obtain higher 
prices. This is more than double what you could find 
them for a few short years ago. In a recent issue of 
American Rifleman, they assessed the value of an 
SVT-40 in “Good” condition using the NRA’s grading 
scale as worth $2200. And in reviewing recently closed 
listings on Rock Island Auctions show an average of 
approximately $3,000 for “excellent” examples. But 
they have commanded higher for rifles in excellent 
condition. Resourceful collectors can find them 
cheaper on occasion, but they are getting fewer and far 
between by the day. 


THE RIFLE'S DESIGNER, FEDOR TOKAREV. 
"PHOTO FOUND AT HTTPS://WWW.M9130.INFO/SVT-40. 
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The SVT-40 featured in this article is from my 
personal collection, I am the second generation 
of my family to own it. From the examples I have 
personally examined over the years, I would assess 
its condition better than most I have seen. Like many 
of its peer rifles, the parts are matched to the serial 
number. And like many of its peers of the era, the 
only item usually not matching the serial number 
is the magazine, as those were often swapped or 
replaced. When looking for an optimal example to 
add to your own collection, condition is everything. 
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The better the condition, the higher the value, and 
the better the specimen to add to your collection. 
In the case of these rifles, most will have an import 
stamp somewhere on the rifle, as does this example. 


Both the MI Garand and SVT-40 in this photo 
were manufactured in 1941. The MI Garand was 
manufactured by Springfield Armory in September 
1941 and reconfigured to a MK2 Mod 1 “Navy 
Garand” configuration in later years. The SVT- 
40 was manufactured at Tula Arsenal in January 
of 1941. Subsequent markings show its further 


| 
| 


TI 


e is eni‏ سس 


Lane 


history of arsenal rebuilds far too extensive for the 
Scope of this article. A good source I like to use 
for deciphering the various stamps and markings 
of these rifles is https://www.m1930.info/svt-40. 
I found it to be a very useful site to identify the 
various markings to further determine the history 
of this rifle. 


As collectors ofthe M1 Garand, we are all-to-familiar 
with the geopolitics involved with returning MI 
rifles back to the United States, whether it is with the 
Military Assistance Program rifles or otherwise. We 
also need to be just as vigilant with military surplus 
firearms originating from other countries, and be 
observant of the various geopolitical conditions 
that affect our market and the prices we pay for our 
respective collector niches. 


pm 
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M1 Rifles Stolen and Recovered 


Many collectors want to know as much as they can about their rifle's history. How 
often have we heard, “If only this rifle could talk!” 


Here is a transcript of a government document from an unknown source that 
sheds some light on part of the history of 92 of them. Perhaps by luck one is yours. 
The 1015] Korean Service Corps is one of three Korean labor units formed in 1951 
and has no connection to the US 101st Airborne Division. 


Organization Recovered Organization Recovered 


10151 KSC Div 30 Jan 54 40th Int Div 29 Jan 54 
101st KSC Div 25 Feb 54 101st KSC Div 25 Feb 54 
101st KSC Div 30 Jan 54 | 101st KSC Div 30 Jan 54 
101st KSC Div 30 Jan 54 701 101st KSC Div 25 Feb 54 
101st KSC Div 25 Feb 54 31284 101st KSC Div 30 Jan 54 
101st KSC Div 25 Feb 54 24 101st KSC Div 25 Feb 54 
101st KSC Div 25 Feb 54 | 10151 KSC Div 30 Jan 94 
30 Jan 54 101st KSC Div 25 Feb 54 
30 Jan 54 101st KSC Div 25 Feb 54 
29 Feb 54 101st KSC Div 30 Jan 54 
101st KSC Div 25 Feb 54 i 0151 KSC Div 
101st KSC Div 25 Feb 54 01st KSC Div 
101st KSC Div 30 Jan 54 | 01st KSC Div 

iv 

iv 


101st KSC Div | Oist KSC D 
101st KSC Div 633 Oist KSC D 
101st KSC Div | O1st KSC Div 
101st KSC Div | 101st KSC Div 
101st KSC Div | j| — 1015t KSC Div 
101st KSC Div ^ 101st KSC Div 
101st KSC Div 0 | 


10151 KSC Div 
10151 KSC Div 
101st KSC Div ES 3001 10151 KSC Div 
101st KSC Div ; 40th Inf Div 
101st KSC Div 6٤ 101st KSC Div 
101st KSC Div . 999 
101st KSC Div 
101st KSC Div 
101st KSC Div 
0151 KSC Div 101st KSC Div 
Oist KSC Div 30 Jan 54 | 101st KSC Div 
0151156 Div 30 Jan 54 60966 101st KSC Div 
Oist KSC Div 30 Jan 94 61949€ 101st KSC Div 
Oist KSC Div 30 Jan 54 625988 101st KSC Div 
0151 KSC Div 25 Feb 54 | i 10151 KSC Div 
Oist KSC Div 25 Feb 54 101st KSC Div 
0151 KSC Div 25 Feb 94 03 101st KSC Div 
40th Inf Div 18 Feb 54 996596 101st KSC Div 
0151 KSC Div 25 Feb 54 | 40th Inf Div 
Oist KSC Div 30 Jan 94 30295 101st KSC Div 
0151 KSC Div 29 Feli 54 3099193. 10151 KSC Div 
0151156 Div 30 Jan 54 1234664 101st KSC Div 
0151150 Div 25 Feb 54 210558 101st KSC Div 
0151 KSC Div 30 Jan 94 380905 10151 KSC Div 
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The Ohio (sim Collectors Associations 
Annual Display Show: 


ite Way (Sun Shows Should P: 


By Brian Guenthenspberger 
Photos and captions provided by The Ohio Gun Collectors Association 


Ifyou are like me, you've probably been unimpressed 
with gun shows in recent years. I get it, gun shows 
usually reflect thè current market, which has been 
dominated by black rifles and black pistols. Nothing 
against black rifles, I own a few AR-15’s myself. 
But I like firearms with wood and stainless steel 
on them too. And I definitely miss the days when 
I could browse table after table of military surplus 
arms and parts. 


GCA Director and Journal Editor Bob Seijas has 
told me more than several times recently about the 
fantastic gun shows that the Ohio Gun Collectors 
Association conducts a few times a year. Bob 
himself is a life member of the OGCA. Founded 
in 1937, the OGCA is a non-profit corporation 
“that promotes friendship for those interested 
in the collection, possession, and use of arms by 
responsible persons.” So, I reached out to them 
and was greeted with an incredibly receptive and 
friendly staff all too willing to help me start my 
membership process. 


|. | GEWEHR 33/40 


1 
| Elusive Mountain Carbine 


of the Gebirgsjager 2 
=i 


n" K 
First Place Military & Member’s Choice Award; Wayne & Darla Noble “GEWEHR 33/40 - Elusive Mountain Carbine of the Gerbrigsjager” 
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This educational display 
gave an overview of === RTA 
China's pistol production Spena — 
as made for the Warlords ۲ 
during the = 
Chinese Civil War that 
lasted from 1916-1949. 


I have been an Ohio resident now for seven years 
and was surprised to learn that this event takes place 
only a half hour’s drive from my house. From what 
I understand, there are quite a few GCA members 
that are also OGCA members, so what I am about to 
say is of no surprise to those folks. Recently I had 
the opportunity to attend the OGCA’s Annual Display 
Show. This event was spectacular. This is exactly 
what I have been missing all these years! 


The Roberts Centre Convention Hall in Wilmington, 
Ohio was packed full of vendors, and only a handful 
of them had black rifle inventory. There were plenty of 
vendors selling military surplus rifles and parts, just 
like what was common a couple of decades ago. I have 
an M1903 project rifle that I needed some parts for, 
and there was a vendor there specializing in just the 
703 family of rifles. I also scored an ammo can stuffed 
full of World War II vintage M2 Ball ammo with 
various headstamps, for a great price. It was amazing! 
Furthermore, vendors were selling just about anything 
else you wanted too. The key was that it was all gun- 
related. There were no trinket vendors. Nobody was 
selling refurbished MacBook Pros. It was all gun- 


CHINESE WARLORD PISTOLS 
FATA S 


TSINGTAO IRONWORKS CARBINE, #6 
| Oneofonly three known. Highest recorded serial #19. 
TI SETE SD ا ی‎ IM] 


Chinese Warlord Pistols, 
1916-1949 
by Leonardo Antaris. 


wA EEZ 


SHANXI, TYPE 17, #13, 45ACP 


TAKU NAVAL DOCKYARD 
20-SHOT FLATSIDE, #664 
v Very few completed between 1928-1933 


related inventory. I was in heaven. 


But wait, it gets better. Another thing, in my mind 
at least, that separates the great gun shows from the 
good ones is that I actually learn something at them. 
This particular show was OGCA’s annual display 
show. At this event, the serious collectors set up 
displays of their particular collector interest. And 
if that wasn't impressive enough, these collectors’ 
displays are voted on by their peers, with special 
recognition awarded to those collectors deemed to 
have the best displays. The collectors at this event 
didn’t pull any punches, they displayed amazing 
collections that were an absolute joy to take in, and 
highly educational as well. 


My favorite display of the event was Leonardo 
Antaris’ amazing display of his collection of Chinese 
Warlord Pistols from 1916-1949. His collection was 
clearly a labor of love and was smartly presented 
as well. Other noteworthy displays, among many, 
included Joe Carter’s display of J. Stevens Arms 
& Tool Co. Scheutzen Rifles, and Wayne & Darla 
Noble’s “GEWEHR 33/40 — Elusive Mountain 
Carbine of the Gerbrigsjager” display. 
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Kindig Family Collection 


CROCKETT LONG RIFLE 


"The only documented rifles in American history 


witha Crockett rifle-making — 
1818 


SAMUEL CROCKETT III 


family connection to 


David Crockett 


PG SRC AOS e ae Greg Murry and Mary Watkins’ 
| THE FAMILY CONNECTION BETWEEN DAVID CROCKETT AND THE | display 
CROCKETT LONG RIFLE MAKERS OF FORGE SEAT of the “ DEOR (ong Rifle.” 


ANTOINE CROCKETT (7/10/1643 - 1735) 
LOUISE DE SAIX (1648 - 1687) 


M 


۷ 
JOSEPH LOUIS CROCKETT b.1676 


۷ 
JAMES CROCKETT b.1674 IMMIGRANT - 1715 - 1717, 
۷ SON OF ANTOINE & LOUISE 
۷ 


Established LIFO 
tig Calin Shop - Lidl, Obie 


V 


SAMUEL CROCKETT b, ~1694 - d.1749 

IMMIGRANT 1715 

GRANDSON OF ANTOINE & LOUISE M 
۷ M 


Rifle Maker 


WILLIAM CROCKETT 
M 


M 
DAVID CROCKETT (the elder" b. ~1730 or later 
۷ 


M 
LT. ANDREW CROCKETT b.1745- 0.1821 Rifle Maker. 
۷ 


SAMUEL CROCKETT 111 b.1772- 4.1826 Rifle Maker JOHN CROCKETT b.~ 1754 
۷ ۷ 


DAVID CROCKETT b.1786 - 0.1836 at the Alamo 


ANDREW CROCKETT III b.1793 - d. ns Re Maker 
married Catherine Walker Bell b. 1798 - d. 1 


CATHERINE WALKER BELL CROCKETT 
was the wife of the last Crockett long rifle maker of Forge Seat, Andrew Crockett Ill. They were 
1 1 contemporaries of David Crockett. It would have been from her that the stories of David Crockett 
MEE 23 ona, < O = came down to the next generations of Crocketts and their family members, as she lived until 1890, 
almost 40 years after her husband's death. 


above business, who could come well 
recommended, as to his industry, 
integrity and good morals—no objection 
would be made to a black boy. 
Williamson County, 21st April 1818 


(Source: Tennessee State Library and Archives) 


quote from the 
1959 Dedication Ceremc 
newspaper article. | 


The “Kindig Family Ci Collection" consisted of a culmination of more EB o5 ی‎ amus D €— 
0 , ame around to For - 
than eighty years and three generations of collecting 19th Century M ES EO Lecce Re ERU cz bed: Hover A UP nre well es shown f ortis of wishes to inform the public gener 
Ohio made muzzleloading rifles. hia fater years: یی ای با‎ doen in the ا اا‎ avis Nes a reo ی‎ eluate lero paat ally, that he intends carrying on the 1841 - 1919 | 
| ing oj . ily did ne too much 2 she 
۱ | ی وهی ری سل ال ار‎ O round tne eduok الوم ا‎ Gun- -making Business extensively. He William Alon’ 
| has furnished himself with consider- | Crockett | 
۴ DAVID CROCKETT lable supply of the best materials—All | 
۳ orders directed to him will be promptly 1793 - 1852 | 
" BECAME THE MOST FAMOUS OF THEM ALE FOR attended to and the work executed in An he | 
onl his entertaining story telling and fiddling, his efforts to pass pre neatest manner. He has on hand at Grocka | 
| legislation to benefit the less affluent frontier settlers, his E pedet id a EN dre. 1627 | 
i irati 1 5 
Í inspiration to troops in warfare, and... sell low for CASH. ] Crockett IIl 
۳ HIS HEROISM AT THE BATTLE OF THE ALAMO | He would take an apprentice to the Ma Hold 


"One of the gunsmiths" regula. 
named Davy Crockett, immort 
of the Wild Frontier." Our famil, 
back in those days," Mrs. Mon 
famous of them all.” 


There are two other displays that I felt deserved extra the other displays. All were fantastic. Er 
attention. First was the Kindig Family Collection. I I would like to extend personal gratitude to OGCA | 
particularly liked this display because it showed a 1st Vice President/President Pro-Tem Terrie Hill | 
generations-long effort by an Ohio family focused and OGCA Business Manager Laura Knotts for 

on muzzleloading rifles and shotguns, as well as all their assistance and generosity in setting me on the 
period-appropriate accessories and accoutrements. path to OGCA membership and assisting me during 

The second was the “Crocket Long Rifle” display put this OGCA event. Should anyone reading this be | 
together by Greg Murray and Mary Watkins. If you interested in attending this event, I should warn | 
have a particular interest in the history of the Crockett you that OGCA events are closed to the public, they 
ie 0 Crockett in P then 00000 are available only to members and their invited b gem 
would be of interest to you. But there were plenty of guests. If you are interested in the OGCA, I highly ie di ; ae : i 1 
other displays which showcased collectors who were recommend you visit their website and contact 4515/18 HE AUR ل‎ CONN, TN HDT و‎ Baie Crac anal Me NE ONE IM 
on their 'A-game' and highly knowledgeable in their them with any questions regarding membership. American history with a Crockett riflemaking family connection. 

particular niche interest area. Just because I highlighted Their website is https://www.ogca.com/index.htm. 


a specific display does not diminish the excellence of 
p 
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Rick Borecky sent us some photos of some 
things made for him by some of his talented 
friends. They were made from scrap stocks 
out of the Wisconsin Barn wood he found. 
(See GCA Journal Spring 2016 issue for that 
incredible story and follow up in the Fall 2021 
issue.) The pipe was made by Dave Logue Vetra, 
and the knife was made in part by Dave, while 
Alex Middleton made the blade. The butt stock 
display was made by Michael G. McGuire. 


All great craftsmen, for sure! 


سای 


T — 


Gregory N. Mirsky 
Garand Marketplace Editor 


Closing dates for all ads: 
Spring Issue: February 1 
Summer Issue: May 1 
Fall Issue: August 1 
Winter Issue: November 1 


NOTICE! The Marketplace has migrated 
to a web submission system. This change 
has been implemented to reduce the man- 
hours required to support the Garand 
Marketplace by our volunteer staff, 
reduce chances that your email requests 
get filtered by our SPAM filters, and to 
streamline the process. 


All submissions to the Garand Collectors 
Association GCA Journal Marketplace 
MUST be made via the GCA website 
(http://www.thegca.org/the-gca-journal/ 
market-place-submittal-ad). You will 
receive an automatic email confirmation 
from our submission system and 
another email confirmation from the 
GCA Marketplace editor when your 
advertisement, announcement, or letter has 


res d Edd areas ة‎ 


been processed by the editors. 


Please submit only one FOR SALE and one WANTED ad per 
issue. All submissions to the GARAND MARKETPLACE 
must be made electronically via the GCA website. 


The GCA Journal does NOT accept advertisements for gun 
shows. The GCA Journal does NOT accept advertisements 
offering "reproduction parts,” or “fake parts" sold as original. 
The GCA Journal does NOT accept advertisements for Class 
III weapons or accessories. NOTE: Your ad will simply 
NOT appear if you submit an inappropriately described 
advertisement. The GCA or GARAND MARKETPLACE 
will NOT be responsible for errors or omissions in 
advertisements. Your submission may require editing due to 
length, content, spelling and/or clarity. Every attempt will be 
made for you to review same before publication via e-mail, but 
there are no guarantees made or implied. 


Important! The GARAND MARKETPLACE classified 
advertising section's purpose is to allow GCA members the 
opportunity to legally buy, sell, and/or trade military firearms, 
equipment, or other related materials amongst the membership. 
The sale of commercially available firearms, equipment, or 
other materials should not be blatantly advertised. NOTE: 
The GARAND MARKETPLACE Editor will be editing out 
instances that do not meet the above guidance or are excessively 
long. Please try to make my life easy — use common sense 
— please do not abuse the GARAND MARKETPLACE 
advertising section! Also, buyers and sellers of firearms 
should be in compliance with all federal, state, and local laws! 


FOR SALE 


FOR SALE: Winchester M1 barrel for sale, $400 shipped 
within the continental US. Marked "D35448 W.R.A." and has 
what appear to be the Winchester logo and a partial flaming 
bomb ordnance stamp on the side. ME 1 and TE 3, shiny bore 
with crisp rifling, good muzzle crown, no gas port erosion, 
some bright spots in the finish. Email for pictures or to arrange 
purchase. Contact: Neal Merchant, email: nealxam@gmail.com 


FOR SALE: WW2 Springfield, M1 Garand Trigger Groups/ 
Trigger Assembly. D28290-5 SA, -7 SA, -8 SA, -12 SA, -I4 SA, 
-18 SA and post war -65 SA. Complete and working. Most have 
the correct revision -Hammers, Safety and Trigger Guards. 
Very Good Condition — only light wear, $120.00 each + $9.45 
USPS Priority mail shipping with tracking 7. Winchester - 
WRA $250 w/ WRA marked parts. M1 Garand Bolts - WW2 
Springfield, D28287-12 SA, -19 SA, post war -65 SA, $100 each 
+ $9.45 shipping. WRA bolts - $145 + $9.45 shipping. HRA 
Bolts - $135 + $9.45 shipping. IHC Bolts - $145 + $9.45 shipping. 
NOTE: Head spacing should be checked when changing 
bolts. Money orders only (NO Checks), E-mail to confirm 
availability and get mailing instructions. Contact: Ken Jincks, 
email: jincksS@sbcglobal.net 


FOR SALE: Garand ,coffee mugs, mouse pads, books, 
technical publications, posters, and more for the MI 
Garand lover. Come see the latest! Contact: Nicolaus 
Associates, P. O. Box 875, Jefferson, GA 30549. Telephone: 
(706) 367-1257; email: themerc@nicolausassociates.com. 
Website: www.garandoholic.com 


FOR SALE: MI Garand and U.S. martial arms and 
accouterments books. Visit Scott A. Duff Publications on the 
web at: www.scott-duff.com 
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FOR SALE: Due to health issues I am selling my M1 Garand 
collection totaling 8 rifles. These were all purchased from the 
CMP program in 2019 and each has all the pertinent paperwork. 
Wood stocks appear from the period. No import markings. All are 
unfired by me, and each has its own hard sided gun case. Most are 
Springfield Armory. They are serial numbers: 


。 704913, muzzle 3 throat 1 made 1942 and barrel dated 1942. 
* 846591 muzzle ۳ throat 3, made 1942 
+ 2135251 muzzle Dy throat 3, made 1943 
3338974 muzzle 2, throat 2, made 1944 and barrel 1944 
* 3646320 muzzle ۳ throat 23 made 1945 
° 3750439 muzzle 2, throat 2, made 1945 
* 5959367 muzzle 1, throat 1, made 1955-57 and barrel 1955 
٠ 5789159 muzzle 1, throat 2, made by Harrington & Richardson 
1954-56 

For more details contact me via email. Contact: 
Arthur Pietraszewski, email: pie48@hotmail.com or 
pie60@yahoo.com 


FOR SALE: Greek surplus 30-06 M-2 Ball HXP 
1978 date stamp. I’m selling 400 rounds. These were 
originally purchased from CMP. They are loose, packed 
in heavy plastic bags inside steel ammo cans. 200 rounds 
per can. Kept in my house in appropriately controlled 
humidity and temperature. Contact: John Mundro, Email: 
johnmundro@ymail.com; Telephone: (570) 269-0353 (Leave 
voicemail) 


FOR SALE: MID lottery rifle from 1999; unfired since 
built. All original accessories, packaging, and paperwork. 
Authentication letter from CMP to second owner. Receiver 
is 1.7xx,xxx; barrel 10-52; hammer and safety WRA; 
stock is marked with open box SA & RA. Email for 
more info or photos. Asking $7,700. Contact: Dennis, 
Email: farming99@aol.com 


FOR SALE: MI Garand HRA 5,651,xxx with original rare 
LMR 3-55 barrel, EX bright bore, TE 1, muzzle (.5), about 99% 
original metal finish, all correct, VG+ HRA stock, 1/2" DOD 
cartouche, matching handguards, $2095. Springfield 5,899,xxx 
with new CBI barrel, TE 0, muzzle 0, EX. metal finish, with 
correct op rod, trigger guard, gas cylinder, lock and all small 
internal parts, like new CMP walnut stock and handguards, 
$1495. Springfield 3,610,xxx with new CBI barrel, TE 0, muzzle 
0, EX. metal finish, with correct bolt, trigger guard, gas cylinder, 
lock and some small internal parts, like new CMP walnut 
stock and handguards, $1495. Garand Parts: SA short fork 
stamped follower rod, VG $135. Garand bayonets: unmodified 
10" UC, EX. with VG+ scabbard $225. Rare 16" PAL 1943, 
good with some rust stains on blade, EX. grips, VG scabbard, 
$250. Prices plus shipping, I can email pictures. Contact: Les, 
Telephone: (734) 848-4925, email: cstobinski4925@charter.net 


FOR SALE: MI barrels, non-chromed gas ports, no import 
marks, $150.00 per barrel: Jun-44, T=3, M=2.5, worn finish, 
fair bore; Sep. 44, T=4, M=3, worn finish, good bore; Sep. 45, 
t=3, m=2.5, refinished, g-vg bore. Uncut operating rods: D35382 
6 SA vg, $150.00; D35382 9 SA flat side, ex. $185.00; D35382 
SA round side, vg, $150.00. MI carbine items: complete trigger 
group, all original finish Underwood parts, with push safety, 
$275.00; Slides: Inland type 3, National Postal types 1-3, S"G" 
type 2, IBM type 4. All are clean original finish, $95.00 each. M 
84 scope (37xxx), mount, and carrying case. Scope has bright 
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and clear optics and ex. finish on tube, $1850.00; RA 03-A3 
barrel, 2 groove, Mar. 44, new in gov. wrap, $295.00; GI M14 
original finish parts: OM marked trigger group, $150.00; TRW, 
complete bolt, trigger group, operating rod, (uncut) $650.00. 
Pre-Ban Belgian Fabrique Nationale FAL caliber .308 match, 
20" barrel. Gun South import, Ex. bore, slight handling wear 
only, $4,350.00. Contact: Jim, Telephone: (708) 257-3916 (leave 
message if no answer) 


FOR SALE: MI Garand Transit / Display Crates. Themed 
after the crates sent out of the arsenals that carried out favorite 
rifles into the hands of our U.S. warriors, the greatest battle 
implement ever devised, and led to victory in WW II, the defense 
of Korea and to this day, remains an iconic, key weapon sought 
after by collectors around the world. Our crates are hand fitted 
from start to finish with the best pine boards, by a retired Army 
Combat Veteran with 23 years of faithful service. Everything 
is glued, nailed, and screwed, exteriors are painted Army 
Green or special colors upon request (we've done a couple in 
battleship gray for Navy Veterans), exteriors are also stenciled 
with any of the 4 arsenals of your choice along with recreation 
of some standard stenciling "US Rifle, Cal.30, MI" on the front 
and back along with the Ordinance flaming bomb on all four 
sides. Inside is stained to give that aged look, rifle racks are 
lined in saddle grade leather, a 48-star US flag stenciled on the 
lid. Racks set up opposed on multi rifle crates unless otherwise 
specified to line receivers up on one side. Quality hardware 
and real hemp rope handles. Pricing below does not include 
S&H, but we get pretty good rates based on our volume. 
Please feel free to text my cell with any questions or details. 
Prices are: Single - $300, Double - $350, Triple - $400, Four- 
Seater - $450, Five-Seater - $500, Six-Seater - $550. We take 
payments via Venmo, PayPal, MO, Certified Check. Contact: 
Paul Lukas, email: paullu97@aol.com; Cell: (848) 702-5597, 
Website: https://www.facebook.com/groups/956322165151332/ 


FOR SALE: MI Garand and other collectible items 
inventory software. Please visit NM Collector Software 
at www.nmoollector.net to learn more. Enter promo code 
ODCMP for a 10% discount on your order and we will also 
donate 10% to the CMP  (https://thecmp.org/collection- 
software-offers-discount-donation-to-cmp-on-purchases) 
Contact: Clayton Pryor, Telephone: (505) 340-6241, 
Website: https://www.nmcollector.net 


FOR SALE: All metal Snap Caps, Dummy Rounds (a.k.a. 
"fake bullets") for 300+ calibers and gauges, including 30-06 in 
enblocs, links, belts, loose, etc. From .17 Rem to 20mm Vulcan, 
witha large assortment of vintage, rare, and obsolete military and 
cowboy cartridges. Replica "cupro-nickel" bullets for historical 
accuracy. Also available in all black and with an orange rubber 
primer to aid in identification for training! Reloading brass 
available for many hard-to-find calibers as well. Contact: Mike 
Richardson c/o J&M Spec. LLC., Telephone: (205) 678-1232, 
website: www.fakebullets.com, email: jmspecllc@gmail.com 


FOR SALE: MI Garand clip loader, top round right, no long 
rounds. Load clips with .30 caliber, .308, Blanks quickly. All steel 
parts, parkerized, walnut base and handle. See my YouTube Video 
"Norm's M1 Garand Clip Loader" Great for competition shooters, 
reenactors, and anybody who shoots M1 Garand. $430 each plus 
shipping (varies due to shipping location). Contact: Norman 
Hirter, Telephone: (713) 695-6019 


FOR SALE: Orion 7 MI Garand Operating Rod Springs. These 
are manufactured using 17-7 stainless steel and made right here 
in the USA. Will not rust or kink or break. Manufactured to 
exact USGI drawing with correct gauge stainless steel, wound 
in correct direction, and proper length. These are the best prices 
for the best spring for your M1 anywhere. Recommended by 
GCA technical advisor Gus Fisher. All free shipping. first class, 
I use US postage stamps issued from 1940 to early 21st century 
and will not have tracking but ship out quickly. 


1 for 9.00 shipped first class 
2 for 17.00 shipped first class 
5 for 40.00 shipped first class 
10 " 70.00 Priority Mail 
More than 20... $6.00 each. 


Mail Order Only. Check or money order payable to: Elena 
Pucci, 21 Carrie Court, Wading River NY 11792. Do not expect 
to run out anytime soon. 


FOR SALE: M1 Garand Collectors wall clocks; www. 
greatsealofunitedstates.com; Telephone: (816) 392-2337 


FOR SALE OR TRADE 


FOR SALE OR TRADE: Haufski's Gun Stock l/3rd Mix 
(Gunny Paste). Homemade in the great state of Montana. This 
mix works well on all types of wood. It is great for finishing a 
project or touching up an old war horse. Makes the grain of the 
wood pop out. Also repels water. For questions or for pictures 
please email me at dhauf22@gmail.com; one jar for 11$ 
shipped, two jars for $21 or three jars for $30 shipped. Contact: 
Dan Hauf, email: dhauf22(ggmail.com 


WANTED 


WANTED: M1 Garand “Kit Winter Trigger, M5", Prefer sealed 
original package but also want the M5 Winter Trigger and/or the 
Winter Safety which was included in the 'kit". Contact: Doug Baily, 
(907) 435-4006, email: oldbailyfarm@gmail.com 


WANTED: Need a usable M1 receiver for a build. Does not 
need to be perfect as far as finish goes. Contact Dan Briggs, 
email: gofst62@aol.com; Telephone: (801) 580-2680, Website: 
www.danbriggs.com 


WANTED: Original H&R MI Garand stock cartouched 
(ordnance wheel, 3/8-inch DAS or 1/2-inch DAS) and butt 
plate. Contact: Roger C Chrisman, Telephone: (816) 436-6051, 
email: goblin228@hotmail.com 


WANTED: Information on Gas Trap rifles. A new book on Gas 
Trap MI rifles is in the making. Unpublished data on Model Shop 
design and testing along with new data on Gas Trap production will be 
featured as well as more comprehensive data sheets on original known 
Gas Trap and Model Shop rifles along with color photos of rifles and 
parts. Additional history and photos of early rare Garand variations 
and other pre-production experimental semi-automatics will also be 
featured. 


eret | 


We need your assistance in making this a very comprehensive and highly 
detailed Gas Trap,book from development through production. If you own 
an original, or substantially original, M1 Gas Trap, early Experimental 
Semiautomatic, and or Model Shop rifle, receiver, and parts we would like 
to hear from you. The owner may receive printed credit or anonymity will 
be respected. Inclusion of your M1 will add a more thorough provenance 
to your rifle. 


If you are interested in helping with this project please contact Paul 
Goedde at rockingpdiesel@gmail.com or Scott Duff at sdufforder@ 
windstream.net . Thank you in advance for your help. 


WANTED: Original contract Cardboard Box for the M7 Grenade 
Launcher in excellent condition: "1-Launcher, Grenade, M7 with 
Screw, Gas Cylinder Lock with Valve assembly and 2 Spare 
Springs, Retainers, for Rifle U.S. Cal. .30 MI" Knapp-Monarch 
Company is preferred. Also, the two Retainer Springs in factory 
Wrap, are wanted for my collection. Please contact me for picture 
material on both wanted items. Contact: Anders Strand-Holm, 
Telephone: +45 30492248, email: anders@strandholm.dk (Denmark) 


WANTED: Around 1956 Springfield began an accuracy test 
program shooting 10 rounds instead of 5 in the then new MI 
National Match rifle (today referred to as the "Type 1"). These 
"test" rifles had their barrels stamped "N M" followed by a 5-point 
"STAR." Once the 10-shot program was approved the star was 
dropped, leaving only "NM," which was later inscribed instead of 
stamped. No known records are known of how many "Type 1" 
NM MI's were stamped with the star. If you have, or know of, a 
"Type 1" with the STAR please send me the barrel date and serial 
number (the last 2 or 3 digits can be X), so I can compile a list 
to better estimate when and how many "Type I's" were involved, 
and report back to the GCA. Contact: Gary Paul Johnston, 
email: johnstongp@risebroadbasnd.net 


LETTERS 


Email received from GCA Technical Advisor Gus Fisher to Editor 
Mike Bernazzani: 

Hi Mike, 

I wanted to mention I LOVED the article, "Observations of a 
Battalion Armorer" in the most recent GCA Journal. Even though I 
was a "next generation" USMC Bn Armorer, who was first assigned 
as such in 1972, I was tickled to find out things had changed very 
little when I was first assigned in that capacity. Of course, things 
changed a lot in the next 25 years, but I also never ran across ۵ 
in the Corps with stamped stock numbers. 


It did become common to paint rack numbers on our rifles in 
different armories and that was done both by stencils and free drawn 
by hand. White or Yellow rack numbers were the common paint 
colors for years, though eventually the Marine Corps published 
an order when it got out of hand. Not long before I retired, they 
changed it to specifying a color that did not stand out a great deal 
and in a place the enemy could not easily see them when in combat. 
So we changed to OD Green Paint on M16 butt stocks and the rack 
numbers had to be on the LEFT side of the stock, where the numbers 
were hidden from view in usage. 

We DID stamp the last four digits of NM MIA rifle serial numbers 
on the bottom flat of the pistol grips with 1/4" number stamps, 
though, when we still had wood stocks. That was for when groups 
of shooters cleaned their NM rifles and hopefully they would not 
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mix up the stocks to different barreled receiver groups. 


Also, when I first became an RTE Armorer and while still in training, 
we were issued a single 1/8" letter stamp that was different for each 
RTE Armorer. Mine was the letter "Z." We stamped that below the 
last four digits of the serial number on the underside of the pistol 
grip. The idea was if a rifle we built or rebuilt was used by someone 
who won a Division or Marine Corps Match, we RTE Armorers 
could quickly identify who built or rebuilt the rifle. Of course after a 
few years of the rifles being re-built each year by different Armorers, 
there could be 4, 5 or more letter stamps stamped on them and that 
did get a might confusing. So eventually we stopped the practice 
and just relied on the Yellow Gun Book entries to see who had built 
or re-built the winning rifles. 
Gus Fisher 


SERVICE 


FREE SERVICE: The following rifles which were awarded by the 
US Navy and the US Marine Corps in the Name of the Secretary of the 
Navy can be verified: 7.62mm Mk 2 Mod 1 Service Grade with new 
7.62mm SA barrels (The sleeved barreled rifles cannot be verified), 
7.62mm Mk2 Mod 1 Match Conditioned Grade A, 7.62mm Mk2 
Mod 1 Match Conditioned Grade B, Caliber .30 M1 Standard Grade 
awarded after February 1998 and the Remington 720. There is no cost 
for this service. Send email to jim_adell@hotmail.com (the “space” 
between “jim” and “adell” is a “underscore”) with the serial number 
and the data from the side of the barrel that becomes visible when the 
bolt is opened. A scanned copy of the page with your serial number, if 
it is a Navy rifle, from the Navy Serial Number File can be emailed by 
request. 


FREE SERVICE: MIC verification service. Probability of authentic 
Springfield/Griffin & Howe manufacture for that M1C you wish to buy 
or sell to better than 98%. Please send complete serial number, base 
number, mount number, barrel date and heat lot to: Dave McClain, 1111 
Garfield Ave., Cinnaminson, NJ 08077-2225. I'll send a return letter 
of authenticity if it can be verified 100%. This letter is free of charge. 
Telephone: (856) 829-8521 evenings. email: dhm(g)dwmceclain.net 


SERVICE: Rebarreling, restoring and repairing. Harry G. Cakounes, 
622 Broadway (Rte. 1), Saugus, MA 01906. Telephone: (781) 233- 
1616 Noon to 7 PM Tuesday - Saturday, closed Sunday & Monday 


SERVICE: Military stocks degreased, restored, refinished, dents 
removed, all stock markings saved, $135.00 plus shipping. Also have 
quality new stocks available for M1 Garands in grades from standard 
to extra fancy. Many other military rifle and shotgun stocks available in 
the grades listed. Can also have custom stocks made. Prices available 
upon request. Contact Scott Bruce, 7168 Riegler St., Grand Blanc, MI 
48439; Telephone: (810) 694-8643 


SERVICE: Hueygunner’s Gunsmithing specializing in MI 
and M14. Refinish stainless components with proper oxide 
blackening process, gas cylinders, locks, plugs, etc. Unitize M14 
gas cylinder, (screw and glue method) and NM trigger polishing 
both per AMU specs. Rear sight component rebuilding/repair, 
elevation pinions and windage knobs rebuilt. Contact: Jeff Shapiro, 
Telephone: (845) 564-1219 email: jshapiro496VN@verizon.net; 
Web: www.hueygunner.com 
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SERVICE: Mount & headspace barrels $100, new & used 
barrels. Parts & shop services. Contact: Tony Giacobbe, telephone: 
(732) 388-1962 (evenings); email: gman366@comcast.net; 
Website: www.garandguy.com 


SERVICE: | MIA! Paratrooper Carbine cheek piece 
leather replacement with period correct parkerized rivets 
'or brass 7/4 replacement rivets. Please specify. $100 plus 
shipping. Contact: Dave Turley, Telephone: (801) 787-7374; 
email: turleydavid@hotmail.com 


SERVICE: FFL transfers in Florida: handguns, rifles, shotguns. 
$30 per transfer. Contact: Charles A Lipscomb telephone 
(386) 402-1665, email: dcmakm47@bellsouth.net 


SERVICE: Full service for M1 Garand, M1 Carbine, and bolt 
action rifles; rebarreling, parts, sales, and service; will buy and 
trade. Located in Santa Clara, CA. Contact Richard Hudnut 
at Antique Gunsmithing. Telephone: (408) 727-2876 or 
email: m1 garandww2@gmail.com 


SERVICE: Inert, top quality function test, training and display 
cartridges made to live ammo specs with real components. These 
"dummies" will properly chamber in your Garand. 30-06 to .380 
automatic. Bruce Folger, Website: www.dummybullet.com 


SERVICE: M1 Repair, rebuild, refinish and accurizing; also, 
MI4/MIA and AR15’s. Located in central Florida within an hour 
of Orlando, Tampa, Ocala or Lakeland; just off I-75. Contact: 
Bruce Dow at Dow Arms Room, Telephone: (352) 567-9800; 
email: dowarms@earthlink.net 


SERVICE: Military rifle stock restoration, over 35 years of experience. 
Contact: Paul, Telephone: (215) 757-8197 


SERVICE: Restoration and service parts and accessories for 
MI & MIA rifles, and MI carbines. View complete catalog on 
web at www.mlgarand.com. Contact: Michael Pucci, Telephone: 
(631) 205-1299, email: michael@m1 garand.com 


SERVICE: OP ROD Repair Services. M1, MI Tanker, 1 
Carbine, M14/M1A. Piston, guide lug, cam slot tip, straightening, 
troubleshooting. Free inspection. Contact: Mike Stacey, Columbus 
Machine Works, Inc., 2491 Fairwood Ave., Columbus, OH 43207; 
Telephone: (614) 409-0244: email: mstacey@columbusmachine.com: 
for more information, please visit "Shooter's Tools" on our website: 
www.columbusmachine.com 


SERVICE: Buffalo Valley Gunsmithing offers COMPLETE 
match conditioning for all US Service rifles. Including, but 
not limited to bedding, re-barreling, trigger work and general 
match conditioning. Also, stock repair and general restoration 
work. Contact Mike Bottiger at (570) 966-7325, or email at 
gumgb00@hotmail.com - 47 Red Barn Lane, Mifflinburg, PA. 
www.buffalovalleygunsmithing.com 


SERVICE: FFL transfers, State of Connecticut. All legal firearms 
allowed by CT. $30 per transfer. Contact: Paul D. Jakubson, Telephone: 
(203) 996-8658, email: mibridownrange@gmail.com 


Here is a photo of my family with our respective service rifles. From left to right, my great uncle holding my 
CMP M1 with a 1950s Springfield receiver. My cousin, with his M1A. Myself, with my M4A1. 


My great uncle was in Korea and Vietnam with the Marines. My cousin was in the Army in the mid-80s. | was 
in the Army mid-2000's. 


My interest in Garands came from my great uncle. He informed me the last time he handled an M1 was in 
1958. A special moment for him as well as me! 


My family has made yearly trips to his home in the hills of Virginia since | was about 8 years old. Inside his den, 
which is adorned with Marine literature and paintings of various Marine battles, is a small coffee table. On 
the coffee table is a full enbloc. Since my first visit as a child, | was always fascinated with it but too nervous 
to ask where it came from. My great uncle, a man of 6'4” and a few booming words, spoke very little of his 
service time. 


Years later, after my time in the Army and a deployment to Afghanistan, | finally mustered the courage to ask 
where it had come from. My uncle explained he had found them in his seabag. Along with a grease gun and 
a 1911! He lectured me on why you shouldn't let a private pack your bags when going on leave! He went on 
to explain my hopes of inheriting some vintage firearms were futile as he had them turned over to the MP's. 


Fast forward to the present day - after | received my Garand from the CMP, I made my yearly trip to my great 
uncle's farm with Garand in hand. He was not aware | wes bringing it along as | wanted to witness his initial 
reaction. He greeted me as l arrived, and | opened the case. When the receiver became visible, | observed a 
large grin appear on my uncle's face. 


As he held it, he explained he had not touched a Garand since 1958. We posed shortly after with my cousin 
for the photo. 


Cameron Tsolis 
Swanton, OH 


GCA members are invited to submit photographs for this GCA Journal feature ^ returned to you by sending a self-addressed stamped return envelope. Do not 
spotlighting member activities. These photos can be anything of interest: you submit computer-generated digital photo printouts by mail. 

at the range, your favorite M1, your collection, you and your buddies at CMP, 

the deer you got with an M1, your child holding or shooting an M1, or his- — Please include some details about the photograph: who is pictured, when and 
torical photographs. The Editor will publish these photos as space allows and where it was taken, etc. 

will choose what to publish. Not all photos may be used. 


Professionally developed prints are preferred, however digital images can 
also be submitted. Digital photographs require high resolution for commer- 
cial printing. If at all possible, resolution should be 300 dpi or higher. Large 
digital photos at lower resolution can be used. Physical photographs can be 


Mail your photographs to: 
M1 Member Memories 
P.0. Box 640 e Mission, KS 66201 
Email digital files as an attachment to: info@thegca.org 
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